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Last year the House of Representatives 

overwhelmingly passed similar legislation as 
an amendment to DOD Appropriations. 

Congress should do all that it can to reform 
our national intelligence agencies and to pro-
tect the constitutional rights of all Americans, 
including passing this legislation to close the 
loophole and ensure that the NSA abides by 
the letter and spirit of the law. It is our duty to 
make this right and ensure that the Fourth 
Amendment rights of the people we represent 
will no longer be trampled on by the NSA. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NORTHWEST 
FLORIDA MILITARY OFFICERS 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the 50th Anniversary of the 
Northwest Florida Military Officers Association 
(NWFMOA). 

Chartered in 1965 in Fort Walton Beach, 
Florida, initially as a social network for retired 
officers, the Northwest Florida Military Officers 
Association has transformed into a sizeable 
advocacy effort on behalf of our Nation’s mili-
tary members and dependents and adheres to 
the selfless values of the Military Officers As-
sociation of America founded in 1929. 

Throughout the last five decades, the mem-
bers of NWFMOA have worked hand-in-hand 
with our forces stationed at Eglin Air Force 
Base, Hurlburt Field, and Duke Field, and their 
tireless efforts have helped ensure our brave 
men and women in uniform receive the train-
ing and equipment needed to successfully ac-
complish their assigned missions and safely 
return home. In addition, NWFMOA has been 
a stalwart presence educating decision mak-
ers on how best to make certain our veterans 
reintegrate into the civilian sector and to safe-
guard the benefits they have earned through 
service. 

With membership open to all commissioned 
and warrant officers of all branches of the U.S. 
Armed Forces, as well as the United States 
Public Health Service (USPHS) and the Na-
tional Oceanographic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA), the work of the NWFMOA 
cannot be overstated. 

Mr. Speaker, Northwest Florida is proud of 
its rich military heritage and the members of 
our Armed Forces who call it home. I want to 
thank the members of the Northwest Florida 
Military Officers Association for a half century 
of steadfast dedication to the Gulf Coast mili-
tary and veterans’ community and for their life-
long example of service for the cause of Free-
dom. 
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CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF MR. NGUYEN NGOC 
HANH 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize the life of Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Hanh for his 

outstanding achievements as a soldier, pho-
tographer, and teacher. His contributions to 
documenting the Vietnam War over forty years 
ago continue to inform us about this conflict. 

Mr. Hanh was recognized among the Top 
Ten Photographers of the Photographic Soci-
ety of America in 1968 for his coverage of the 
Tet Offensive. His stunning portraits of sol-
diers and Viet Cong detainees capture the 
emotion and humanity of the war. He began 
photographing the conflict in 1956, while serv-
ing in a paratrooper battalion. By 1961, at the 
age of thirty-four, the South Vietnam Armed 
Forces assigned Mr. Hanh as its official war 
photographer. Perhaps his most well known 
photograph is a portrait of a tearful young 
woman in Hue recently widowed and holding 
her husband’s tags. 

After the fall of Saigon in 1975, Mr. Hanh 
declined to use his personal pass for a heli-
copter transport and instead chose to remain 
with his fellow soldiers. This led to Mr. Hanh’s 
imprisonment by the North Vietnam Army. For 
the first year and four months of his confine-
ment, Mr. Hanh’s lived in a metal container 
too small for him to stand and too narrow for 
him to lie down. He remained detained until 
1983, and on his fourth attempt was able to 
flee from Vietnam to Thailand in 1985. 

Four years later, at the age of sixty-two, Mr. 
Hanh immigrated to San Jose. He soon estab-
lished the Vietnam Photographic Association 
while also working at a Fremont technology 
company delivering mail. Since 1989, Mr. 
Hanh has trained hundreds of photography 
students in San Jose. He also exhibited his 
photos at the annual Vietnamese New Year 
Tet Festival in San Jose, as well as at several 
nonprofit fund raising events to raise money 
for the disabled vets of the South Vietnam 
Armed Forces. His work has contributed im-
mensely not only to San Jose, but also to our 
country. I thank him for his contributions, and 
I recognize him as an outstanding member of 
the Vietnamese-American community. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 130TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SECOND BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOS ANGELES 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Second Baptist Church 
of Los Angeles on the celebration of its 130th 
anniversary. 

In 1885, Second Baptist Church was orga-
nized as Southern California’s first African- 
American Baptist church. It quickly developed 
into one of South Los Angeles’ most es-
teemed and effective institutions, offering vital 
support throughout the community. Over the 
years, a wide and diverse population of 
Angelenos have benefited from the church’s 
child care and educational services, its schol-
arship programs, and its involvement in cre-
ating housing for families and shelter space 
for homeless women and children. 

Second Baptist Church has also played an 
active role in our nation’s long and ongoing 
dialogue about civil rights. In 1954, Second 
Baptist members raised $1,500 for the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund to pay for printing the 
legal briefs for the Brown vs. Board of Edu-

cation case, which desegregated America’s 
schools. The church also hosted the NAACP’s 
national conventions in 1928, 1942, and 1949. 

Second Baptist Church’s unflagging commit-
ment to social justice and helping the least 
among us is also reflected in its long and dis-
tinguished list of speakers—a list including 
ministers, advocates, officials, and scholars. 
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a 
frequent speaker throughout his career. Mal-
colm X, W.E.B. Du Bois, Ralph Bunche, and 
the Rev. Adam Clayton Powell, Sr. are just a 
few of the other orators to have spoken within 
the walls of Second Baptist. 

Because of the church’s substantial involve-
ment in some of the most important social 
fights of our age, it was listed as a Los Ange-
les Historic-Cultural Monument in 1978, and 
was placed on the National Register of His-
toric Places in 2009. Both are well-deserved 
honors for this church and for the beautiful 
Lombardy Romanesque Revival building in 
which it is housed. 

It is my great privilege to represent Second 
Baptist Church and its congregation in Con-
gress. In times of trial and in times of joy, this 
church has been a source of strength and 
unity for all who have been touched by its mis-
sion. On its 130th anniversary, Second Baptist 
Church is both a marker of how society has 
progressed in its lifetime, and a guiding light 
continuing to point us towards a brighter future 
of brotherhood, peace, and justice for all. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in celebrating all that 
Second Baptist Church has done to move the 
hearts and minds of Angelenos and all Ameri-
cans, and to wish the church and its con-
gregation a very happy 130th anniversary. 
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RECOGNITION OF FORMER U.S. 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE JAMES 
‘‘JIM’’ WRIGHT, JR. 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today with great pleasure 
to pay tribute to the life and legacy of Former 
Speaker of the House James ‘‘Jim’’ Wright, 
who passed away on Wednesday, May 6th at 
the age of 92. Speaker Wright served in Con-
gress for more than three decades and left an 
indelible legacy as chairman of the House 
Public Works Committee. He was elected by 
his peers as Speaker in 1987. 

Jim Wright was born in Fort Worth, Texas, 
the son of a traveling salesman. He was edu-
cated at Weatherford College and the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. Jim Wright dedicated 
his life to serving the public. He bravely 
served in the United States Army Air Forces 
during World War II and was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross for flying combat mis-
sions in the South Pacific. Subsequently, he 
was elected to the Texas House of Represent-
atives in 1946. He served as mayor of 
Weatherford, Texas from 1950 to 1954. He 
was elected to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in 1954 and was reelected 16 times. 

Speaker Wright was a visionary who served 
the people of Fort Worth and this nation well. 
He is deserving of this tribute. Because of his 
leadership, the House experienced one of its 
most prolific periods. Speaker Wright dem-
onstrated his skill as a political leader and 
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master legislator by shepherding extraor-
dinarily complex legislation through the House. 
He understood that the business of legislating 
and good politics required great skill in the art 
of compromise. 

Speaker Wright never backed down from a 
challenge, and even after leaving office, he 
continued to serve the public diligently. I was 
always able to consult with Speaker Wright re-
garding difficult legislation, and he never failed 
to provide thoughtful and principled insight. 

Our country has lost one of its finest states-
men, and I have lost a close personal friend 
whose wisdom, dignity and knowledge of the 
legislative process was unquestionably envi-
able. He is among the most influential Speak-
ers in the history of the House of Representa-
tives. 

Mr. Speaker, Jim Wright is an unforgettable 
public servant and leader. A man fueled by 
passion and concern for others, he set the bar 
high for his successors. He is survived by his 
wife, Betty and four children. I stand today to 
honor Former Speaker of the House, Jim 
Wright, and to thank him for his work in serv-
ice to the people of Texas and throughout this 
great nation. He left a powerful legacy that will 
live for generations. 
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THE ENGAGEMENT OF THE U.S. 
BISHOPS IN MORAL QUESTIONS 
REGARDING NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
recently hosted a briefing entitled Catholic En-
gagement on Nuclear Disarmament: What are 
the moral questions? and one of the speakers, 
His Excellency Archbishop Bernardito Auza, 
Permanent Representative of the Holy See to 
the United Nations, presented the following 
statement: 

The Holy See has always been morally 
against nuclear weapons and has always 
called for their abolition. It has worked and 
continues to work for a world without nu-
clear weapons. 

In February 1943, two years and a half be-
fore the Trinity test, Pope Pius XII had al-
ready voiced deep concern regarding the vio-
lent use of atomic energy. In an address to a 
meeting of Western military scientists in 
1953, Pope Pius XII said that the possession 
of ‘‘ABC’’ (Atomic-Biological-Chemical) 
weapons made legitimate self-defense 
against an aggressor a less likely prospect, 
because ‘‘if the damage resulting from war is 
not comparable with that of the ‘injustice 
tolerated,’ one may be obliged ‘to submit to 
the injustice.’ ’’ Devoting his entire 1954 
Easter Message to the question of nuclear 
weapons, he spoke of the effects of a nuclear 
war by evoking ‘‘the vision of vast terri-
tories rendered uninhabitable and useless to 
mankind . . . transmissible diseases . . . and 
monstrous deformities.’’ Given such totally 
uncontrollable and indiscriminate con-
sequences, the Pope demanded ‘‘the effective 
proscription and banishment of atomic war-
fare,’’ calling the arms race a ‘‘costly rela-
tionship of mutual terror.’’ This was the first 
clear papal condemnation of the nuclear 
arms race, sixteen years before the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT). 

Already well within the Cold War era and 
right after the Cuban missile crisis, Pope 

Saint John XXIII, in his 1963 Encyclical 
Pacem in Terris, called for the abolition of 
nuclear weapons and for the establishment of 
an adequate disarmament program to 
achieve that end. He spoke very clearly 
about the theory or doctrine of deterrence as 
the principal cause of the arms race and of 
arms proliferation and about the tremendous 
economic burdens the arms race provoked. 
He argued quite extensively that ‘‘justice, 
right reason, and the recognition of man’s 
dignity cry out insistently for a cessation to 
the arms race. The stockpiles of armaments 
that have been built up in various countries 
must be reduced reciprocally and simulta-
neously by the parties concerned. Nuclear 
weapons must be banned. A general agree-
ment must be reached on a suitable disar-
mament program, with an effective system 
of mutual control. Unless this process of dis-
armament be thoroughgoing and complete, 
and reaches men’s very souls, it is impossible 
to stop the arms race, or to reduce arma-
ments, or—and this is the main thing—ulti-
mately to abolish them entirely. Everyone 
must sincerely co-operate in the effort to 
banish fear and the anxious expectation of 
war from men’s minds. But this requires that 
the fundamental principles upon which peace 
is based in today’s world be replaced by an 
altogether different one, namely, the realiza-
tion that true and lasting peace among na-
tions cannot consist in the possession of an 
equal supply of armaments but only in mu-
tual trust. And we are confident that this 
can be achieved, for it is a thing that not 
only is dictated by common sense, but is in 
itself most desirable and most fruitful of 
good.’’ 

In his address to the UN General Assembly 
on 4 October 1965, Pope Paul VI character-
ized nuclear weapons as ‘‘nightmares’’ and 
‘‘dark designs.’’ He also stressed that the 
weapons themselves ‘‘lead astray the men-
tality of peoples.’’ His plea of ‘‘jamais plus la 
guerre,’’ of ‘‘war never again,’’ reverberated 
in the General Assembly Hall. But his appeal 
to let weapons fall from our hands, ‘‘espe-
cially the terrible weapons that modern 
science has given us,’’ in clear reference to 
nuclear arms, still remains unheeded. Pope 
Paul’s call to end the nuclear arms race 
reached its culmination in his 1977 World 
Day of Peace message, in which he dem-
onstrated that nuclear arms offered a false 
sense of security. He reiterated this in his 
message to the U.N. General Assembly on 
Disarmament in 1978, calling the peace of nu-
clear deterrence ‘‘a tragic illusion.’’ He also 
reiterated an assertion made earlier in his 
papacy, that the nuclear arms race retarded 
the development of peoples, citing the ‘‘cry-
ing disproportion between the resources in 
money and intelligence devoted to the serv-
ice of death and the resources devoted to the 
service of life.’’ 

In 1982, Pope Saint John Paul II addressed 
a message to the United Nations General As-
sembly on its second conference devoted to 
Disarmament. The Pope said that in the 
‘‘current conditions of the Cold War, ‘deter-
rence,’ considered not as an end in itself but 
as a step toward a progressive disarmament, 
may still be judged morally acceptable. 
Nonetheless, in order to ensure peace, it is 
indispensable not to be satisfied with this 
minimum, which is always susceptible to the 
real danger of explosion.’’ The Holy Father, 
therefore, did not countenance deterrence as 
a permanent measure. 

As time progressed and the central promise 
of the NPT remained unfulfilled, the Holy 
See stepped up its efforts to argue for the 
abolition of nuclear weapons. In his 2006 
World Day of Peace Message, Pope Benedict 
XVI criticized the argument of nuclear arms 
for security as ‘‘completely fallacious’’ and 
affirmed that ‘‘peace requires that all strive 

for progressive and concerted nuclear disar-
mament.’’ 

Since the 2010 Review Conference of the 
Parties to the NPT, there has been an in-
creased attention to the humanitarian di-
mension of and the risks associated with nu-
clear weapons. This heightened interest was 
manifested by cross-regional humanitarian 
statements in the UN and other regional and 
international fora and, in particular, by the 
organization of three Conferences on the Hu-
manitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons in 
Oslo (March 2013), Nayarit (February 2014), 
and Vienna (December 2014). These Con-
ferences have seen increased participation of 
States, of non-governmental organizations 
and of the greater civil society. 

During the Vienna Conference, the Holy 
See presented three documents: first, the of-
ficial Statement delivered by the Delegation 
of the Holy See; second, the message that 
Pope Francis sent to His Excellency Mr. Se-
bastian Kurz, President of the Vienna Con-
ference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nu-
clear Weapons in December 2014; and, third, 
a paper entitled ‘‘Nuclear Disarmament: 
Time for Abolition.’’ 

On April 9, 2015, the Permanent Observer 
Mission of the Holy See to the United Na-
tions in New York organized a conference en-
titled ‘‘Nuclear Weapons and the Moral Com-
pass.’’ The Speakers were neither nuclear 
scientists nor political authorities, but rath-
er religious leaders: an Anglican Bishop, a 
Rabbi, an Evangelical Minister, an Imam, 
and a Catholic Bishop in the person of 
Bishop Oscar Cantú, Bishop of Las Cruces 
and Chairman of the USCCB Committee on 
International Justice and Peace. 

The objective of the Conference was to in-
sist on and strengthen the moral argument 
against not only the use but also the posses-
sion of nuclear weapons. Arguing against the 
policy of deterrence, the Conference served 
to echo and further disseminate the Paper 
that the Holy See presented in Vienna and 
Pope Francis’s strong stand for the abolition 
of nuclear weapons The timing of the Con-
ference was in anticipation of the then im-
minent Ninth Review Conference on the 
Treaty on the Non Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, which opened yesterday at the UN 
in New York and will continue until May 22. 

The NPT is one of the best known and 
most adhered to Treaties, with Palestine 
being the 191st Party to it. The Holy See has 
been a Party to the NPT since the very be-
ginning, not because it has nuclear weapons 
or has to be constrained from developing nu-
clear weapons capabilities, but to encourage 
nuclear possessing States to abolish their 
nuclear weapons, to dissuade non-nuclear 
possessing States from acquiring or devel-
oping nuclear capabilities, and to encourage 
international cooperation on the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy. 

The documents that the Holy See pre-
sented in Vienna advanced anew the moral 
argument against both the possession and 
the use of nuclear weapons, and aimed to 
sustain and advance the discussion along 
this line. 

The Holy See considers it a moral and hu-
manitarian imperative to advance the efforts 
towards the final objective of the total 
elimination of nuclear weapons. It argues 
that disarmament treaties are not just legal 
obligations; they are also moral commit-
ments based on trust between States, rooted 
in the trust that citizens place in their gov-
ernments. If commitments to nuclear disar-
mament are not made in good faith and con-
sequently result in breaches of trust, the 
proliferation of such weapons would be the 
logical corollary. 

Despite some progress and much effort on 
the part of many, nuclear disarmament is 
currently in crisis. The institutions that are 
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